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Livestock Genomics for Developing Countries 
 

Organised by a Standing Committee: YES 

Meeting information 
 

Date: 25 July 2025 

Time: 12:10 

Number of participants: 56 

Chair 
 

Name: Khanyisile Hadebe 

Affiliation: Agricultural Research Council 

Contact email: MdladlaK@arc.agric.za 

Co-Chair (optional) 
 

Name: Kwan-Suk Kim 

Affiliation: Chungbuk National University 

Contact email: kwanskim@chungbuk.ac.kr 
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• Abstract Presentations 

• Abstract Selection 

• Merging with ISAG-FAO Advisory Group on Animal Genetic Diversity Workshops 

• Joined Symposium with the ISAG-FAO Advisory Group on Animal Genetic Diversity (Preliminary 

date to be in December 2025, and Topic discussions) 

• Introduction of the Current Standing Committee 

• Voting of the Standing Committee Member 

Agenda 
 

Summary of the meeting 
 

Including votes, decisions taken and plans for future conferences 

The Livestock Genomics for Developing Countries workshop at ISAG 2025 brought together researchers, 

practitioners, and stakeholders to discuss the latest advancements, challenges, and collaborative 

opportunities in applying genomic technologies to livestock improvement in resource-limited settings. 

The workshop featured a diverse lineup of expert speakers and post graduate students who shared insights 

into the application of genomics in livestock systems across developing countries (South Africa, Republic 

of Korea, China, and India). Each presentation contributed to a broader understanding on the application 

of advanced technologies in indigenous/native livestock such as sheep, goats, chickens, and cattle others 

highlight collaborative opportunities in implementing genomic technologies in resource-limited settings. 

Countries Represented: South Africa, China, Canada, Costa Rica, Saudi Arabia, United States of America, 

Kazakhstan, Republic of Korea (South Korea), Australia, Ethiopia, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Portugal, 

Netherlands, Italy, India and Philippines. One candidate had dual citizenship for Mongolia, Japan. 

ISAG membership of workshop participants: ISAG Members = 30 and ISAG Non-members = 26. 

There was an election to replace two outgoing committee members, Dr Abdulfatai Tijjani and Prof Kwan- 

Suk Kim. Four candidates were nominated and seconded. Vote results were as follows: Dr Lucky Nesengani 

(n=7), Dr Josue Chinchilla-Vargas (n=12), Dr Ningbo Chen (n=5), and Dr Pranisha Soma (n=5). Dr Nesengani, 

Dr Chinchilla-Vargas are the new committee members. This strategic expansion is in alignment with the 

committee’s mandate to advance livestock genomics in developing countries by fostering inclusive 

participation and ensuring that diverse regional perspectives inform its initiatives. 



Page 3 of 6 

 

 

 
The proposed merger between the ISAG-FAO Advisory Group on Animal Genetic Diversity and the 

Livestock Genomics for Developing Countries Committees and Workshop was not endorsed by the 

participants. In response, and as a strategic measure to sustain engagement and collaborative momentum, 

the respective Chairs and Co-Chairs of both workshops will jointly organize a seminar in December 2025. 

This seminar will be open to members of both workshops and is intended to foster continued dialogue and 

shared progress in the field. 

The business meeting concluded with a vote of thanks to outgoing member (Prof Kwan-Suk Kim; end of 

service) and a reaffirmation of the committee’s goals for the next term. 

Special thanks to all speakers, and participants. Gratitude to the ISAG organizing committee and sponsors 

for supporting this important initiative. 
 

 

Picture of some of the participants at the end of the business meeting. 

 
 

New Committee chair 
 

Chair: Khanyisile Hadebe 

Term of service (add years of first and second term of service): (2nd, 2023-2027) 
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Affiliation: Agricultural Research Council 

E-mail address: MdladlaK@arc.agric.za 

 
 

New Committee co-chair (optional) 
 

Chair: 

Term of service (add years of first and second term of service): 

Affiliation: 

E-mail address: 

Note: One term runs for two bi-annual conferences (i.e. four years) 
 

 
New Committee members 

 
Other 
committee 
members 

 
First term of service 
(from year to year) 

 
Second term of service 
(from year to year) 

 
 

Email address 

Josue 

Chinchilla- 

Vargas 

(1st, 2025-2027)  josuechinchilla14@gmail.com 

Luck 

Tendani 

Nesengani 

(1st, 2025-2027)  nesenlt@unisa.ac.za 

Arth 

Bhaljibhai 

Chaudhari 

 (2nd, 2023-2027) drarthagb@kamdhenuuni.edu.in 
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Discussion on the Proposed Workshop Merger at ISAG 2025 

During the ISAG 2025 conference, a proposal was raised to consider merging the “Livestock Genomics 
for Developing Countries Workshop” and the “ISAG-FAO Advisory Group on Animal Genetic Diversity 
Workshop” in future editions. This section summarizes the potential advantages and disadvantages of 
such a merger, based on participant feedback and thematic analysis. 

1. Potential Advantages 

• Enhanced Integrated Approach: Enables a more comprehensive strategy for livestock 
improvement and genetic resource management. 

• Expanded Interdisciplinary Collaboration: Brings together researchers, policymakers, and 
development practitioners to discuss both applied genomics and conservation. 

• Broader Scope and Visibility: Covering a wider range of topics may strengthen academic and 
practical impact and attract diverse stakeholders. 

 
Catarina 

Ginja 

 (2nd, 2023-2027) catarinaginja@cibio.up.pt 

Marina 

Fortes 

 (2nd, 2023-2027) m.fortes@uq.edu.au 

Mostafa 

Nassar 

(1st 2019 – 2023) (2nd, 2023-2027) mostnassar@yahoo.com, 

mostafa.nassar@agr.cu.edu.eg 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Comments (issues rising) 
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• Shared Resources and Expertise: Synergies may be realized through joint publications, 

collaborative funding proposals, and harmonized strategies for genomic data management and 
capacity building. 

• Increased Global Impact: Combining the two themes can amplify their influence within the 
global animal genetics community. 

2. Potential Disadvantages 

• Reduced Topic Focus: The specialized focus of each workshop may be diluted, potentially 
limiting in-depth discussion. 

• Mismatched Participant Expectations: 

o Livestock Genomics for Developing Countries Workshop → Focus on practical 
applications and implementation in resource-limited settings. 

o ISAG-FAO Advisory Group → Primarily advisory role for ISAG and FAO. 
Divergent objectives may lead to misaligned expectations among participants. 

• Decreased Relevance for Target Audience: Opportunities for highlighting region-specific issues 
or emerging voices may be limited. 

• Logistical Challenges: Coordinating planning teams and maintaining thematic coherence may 
increase complexity and reduce clarity of workshop outcomes. 

3. Attendance of all Workshop Committee members at ISAG 2027 is expected. All Standing Committee 
ISAG Membership must be up to date. 
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Signed by:Khanyisile Mdladla 
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